
  

ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 

Purgle Linham 
WSBRC Manager 
September 2017 

 brc@wiltshirewildlife.org 
 01380 829050 

 c/o WWT, Elm Tree Court, Long 
Street, Devizes, SN10 1NJ 

WILTSHIRE & SWINDON BIOLOGICAL RECORDS CENTRE 
 

mailto:brc@wiltshirewildlife.org


 

 

1 WSBRC ANNUAL REPORT 2016-17 

September 2017 

Summary of activities 

 

The following is a summary of the 

activities carried out by WSBRC during 

2016-2017 

 

 

 

 Delivered services and products to 

11 partner organisations through SLAs and equivalent agreements  

 New Service Level Agreements arranged with Thames Water, Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation and the Forestry Commission 

 Reported to the WSBRC Advisory Committee quarterly 

 Organised and held the Wiltshire County Recorders Annual Meeting  

 Organised and held the first Wiltshire Recorders’ Forum, attended by around 100 

delegates 

 Added 241,675 records onto Recorder 6 database bringing its total to 1,938,362 

 Almost 840 hours staff and volunteer time spent preparing, validating and capturing 

data 

 Numerous volunteers over the year contributed approximately 90 hours equating to  

£13,500 worth of time (based on a rate of £150/day) 

 Undertook a planning screening service on behalf of Swindon Borough Council; 

1,467 planning applications were received with a total of 716 screened and 361 

reported on. 

 285 Information enquiries undertaken taking over 400 hours, 98%  of which were 

done within 10 working days of agreement of terms 

 Completed re-digitation of all WWT reserves and their recording units 

 Survey information updated for 61 Local Wiltshire Sites 

 Mapped 930Ha of broad or priority habitat in GIS 

 Undertook Wiltshire Council Green Infrastructure Mapping project for nine 

settlement areas 

 Provided training and work experience for one-year Student Work Placement and 

other volunteer roles 
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1. Background 

 
Wiltshire & Swindon Biological Records Centre 

(WSBRC) is a 'not for profit' organisation 

covering Wiltshire and the unitary authority 

area of Swindon hosted by Wiltshire Wildlife 

Trust. We collect, collate, manage, interpret and 

make available detailed information on the 

wildlife, sites, habitats and geology of Wiltshire 

& Swindon. We work with agreement holders, 

customers and the public to provide a range of 

data services. 

We are supported in our work by all the local 

authorities in our area, government bodies, 

non-governmental organisations, land 

managers, volunteer recording groups and 

others.  

As a member of the Association of Local Environmental Records Centres (ALERC), we are part of 

a national network of Local Environmental Records Centres (LERCs) across the UK.  

We receive and source biological and geological information from a variety of individuals, 

organisations and schemes in a number of different formats. Information on species, sites and 

habitats are gathered and interpreted from a wide variety of sources including published reports 

from ecological consultancies and researchers and commissioned surveys and data provided by 

other voluntary and statutory organisations; but most species records are collected by 

volunteers.  

We are rapidly reaching the 2 million species records mark and have over 5,000 site entries 

within our Recorder 6 database plus information about Local Wildlife and Geological Sites, WWT 

reserves, Bat SAC Consultation Zones and priority and other habitats. 
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2. The team 

There was a considerable amount of change 
within the team once again this year, with 
our Biological Records Officer Alison Mitchell 
temporarily leaving us at the end of April 
2016 to go on maternity leave. Providing 
cover for her until April 2017 we were lucky 
to be able to employ Gareth Harris and 
Jasmine Walters, both working part-time.  
 
Kathryn Hand, our Biological Records 
Assistant was offered a role she couldn’t 
refuse, working on urban forest research and 
so she sadly left us in November 2016. 
Despite her brief time here she contributed a 
great deal to our work and her skills are 
much missed. Subsequently we were able to offer a part-time role to one of our volunteers, 
Grace Elwood, and Jasmine became full-time for a few months before both moving on. 
 
In addition we were joined by Isabella Stephens who undertook her work placement year from 
the University of the West of England with us in a voluntary capacity. We were also been lucky 
to be supported by all our office volunteers over the year – thank you to Iain, Katy, Jonathan and 
Andrew.  
 
Going into the new financial year the team will be drop to a 2.5 full time equivalent staffing level 
made up of the following: 
 
Purgle Linham, WSBRC Manager (full-time) 

- Development of WSBRC, its staff, systems and service delivery and maintenance of 
recorder and partner relationships. 
 

Alison Mitchell, Biological Records Officer (part-time) 
- Maintenance of IT systems and service and project delivery support.  

 
Biological Records Assistant (full-time) (Vacancy) 

- Data management, delivery of data provision & enquiry services. 
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3. Areas of work 

The charts below illustrates the time spent by the team on different work activities during 2016-

2017 and a comparison with the previous year. 

The largest area of activity and greatest change between years was for data management, which 

had been at a particular low in 2015-16.  

This large increase partly 

reflects the time spent 

working on the large volume 

of data received for the 

Salisbury Plain Training Total 

income for the year Area this 

year, accessed through the 

new relationship with 

Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation.  

Proportion of time spent on work 
activity during 2016-17 

It is also reflected in the near record number of species records added to the database over the 

year (second only to 2013-14 where 257,135 species records were processed and added to the 

database).  

 

Another area of growth is for 

commercial and project 

work, and reflects the time 

spent on the Wiltshire 

Mammal Atlas project. Less 

time was spent on 

development and liaison 

work and on personnel 

matters, such as recruitment 

this year.  

 

Comparison of time spent on work activity 
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4. Partners 

WSBRC Service Level Agreement or 

equivalent partners for whom contracted 

services were provided during this year were 

the following: 

 Wiltshire Council 
 Swindon Borough Council 
 New Forest National Park Authority 
 Environment Agency 
 Wessex Water 
 Thames Water 
 Defence Infrastructure Organisation  
 Forestry Commission 
 Skanska 
 Wiltshire Wildlife Trust ς Wildlife Sites project 

 
Partners receive updated datasets on a regular basis; the timings of updates depend on the 

requirements agreed with each partner. In general the data provided will be from some or all of 

the following datasets: 

- Notable species (protected, UK & Wiltshire BAP and other species of national or local 
conservation importance) 

- Invasive non-native species 
- Local Wildlife Sites 
- Local Geological Sites layer 
- Protected Road Verges layer 
- Wiltshire Wildlife Trust Reserves layer 
- Habitats and land-use layer 
- Priority habitats layer 

 
Each year we look to form new relationships with organisations which might benefit from our 

services and enable us access to new datasets. New Service Level agreements were agreed for 

the year with: 

 Thames Water, Wiltshire operational area - five year agreement 
 Forestry Commission, Wiltshire sites - three year agreement  
 Defence Infrastructure Organisation (DIO), the Salisbury Plain Training Area - two year 

agreement also covering additional data management services 

Additional funding for project work or training was received from the following: 

 Defra via the Freshwater Habitats Trust - Pondnet project 
 Wiltshire Natural History Publications Trust - Mammal Atlas project 
 Wildflower Society – Grass identification training course [to be run in early 2017-18] 
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WSBRC is supported by an Advisory Committee made up of partners, which meets four time a 

year to provide strategic and operational guidance to WSBRC and give oversight with regard to 

its aims, objectives and priorities.  The Terms of Reference for the group are published on our 

website.  

5. Our data holdings 

As at the end of March 2017 our database held 1,938,362 species records. We reached one 
million records at the beginning of 2012 after a concerted effort by all personnel to focus on 
mobilising as much of the data we held as possible.  As a consequence of this effort we 
developed more streamlined processes for handling and checking data to improve its quality 
and consistency and enable us to mobilise records for use within a shorter timeframe. 
 

 
Number of species recorded from 2002/3-2016/7 

In the last five years we have maintained that trajectory and we now hold just under two million 

records within our database. Over 241,000 records were added during 2016-17 (April 2016 –

March 2017). 

There have been some tremendous increases in records held for several key species groups such 

as birds, mammals and moths which are down to improved data exchange and support from 

County Recorders, County verifiers and local recording groups. Gathering data from consultancy 

reports, monitoring projects and other work has helped supply numbers of other taxa such as 

amphibians and reptiles and crustacea.  

More generally use of Living Record and other online recording tools has helped to ensure a 

steady flow of data across a wide range of taxa, even where a local verifier isn’t available. 

Alongside this we now receive the majority of records in electronic formats, predominantly in 

http://wsbrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/WSBRC-Advisory-Committee-Terms-of-Reference-2016_v2.pdf
http://wsbrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/WSBRC-Advisory-Committee-Terms-of-Reference-2016_v2.pdf
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Excel, and often in standardised formats such as our standard recording form. For more details 

on this read the County Recorders’ Report 2016. 

 

Percentage of records held by taxonomic group 

6. Data enquiry service 

WSBRC provides a comprehensive data search service to all users, including environmental 

consultants, voluntary organisations and members of the public. This chargeable service is based 

on the delivery of a standardised set of products. Searches generally incur a charge to ensure we 

can remain sustainable; but in certain circumstances this charge is waived.  

 

Data enquiries by number and time spent between 2018/9-2016/17 

http://wsbrc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/County-Recorders-Report-2016.pdf
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Enquiries have fallen in number over the last couple of years but have generally become larger 

or more complex and so income generated from these has continued to rise and help meet the 

shortfall in partner funding. 

The map shows all the areas we have queried 

for species and/or sites information as part of 

a data enquiry during the past couple of years 

(2016-17 orange, 2015-16 dark grey).   

These areas represent 588 search areas for 

566 separate data enquiries, 285 of which 

were done during 2016-17.  

The proportion of enquirers asking for more 

than one search area within their request has 

increased in recent years and is becoming far 

more common. The additional search area is 

frequently for an extended bat species search. 

 

 

 

Data search areas for the past two years 

  

7. Recorder support 

Despite considerable funding cuts during this year and the preceding one our aim at WSBRC is to 
continue to encourage and support recording in areas where there could be more records. To do 
this WSBRC continues to recruit and encourage new County Recorders and has recently begun 
looking out of county for expertise where it maybe doesn’t exist locally, or where this might 
support local recorders. It aims to lead on and support further atlas projects for the county as a 
method of gap filling and engaging and developing new recorders.   
 
During the year WSBRC held various training and events to encourage and support recording 
and recorders such as the first Wiltshire Recorders’ Forum which was a great success, with 
approximately 100 attendees and numerous fantastic speakers. It ran courses for the Living 
Record online recording system and Basic Botany & Phase 1 training in conjunction with 
partners including the WWT Wild Connections project, Defence Infrastructure Organisation and 
the Chalke Valley Cluster partnership. Next year a Hedgerow survey training and Grass 
identification course will be run and staff will continue to look at other new subjects for training 
courses if there is demand and resource available to run them. 
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8. Finances 

WSBRC is funded from a variety of sources, which vary year on year but are underpinned by 

long-term contracted service provision such as through Service Level Agreements and the data 

enquiry service. The chart below shows the main areas of income during 2016-7. 

  Total income for the year 

The Centre finished the year with an above expected performance, both from what had been 

budgeted for the year and what had been projected at the end of the third quarter. This change 

is partially owing to increases in income from data searches, delivering training, the Pondnet 

project and some ad hoc donations, and decreases in expenditure through savings on personnel 

costs. 

  Total expenditure for the year 

Subsequently WSBRC retained its carry forward surplus which currently represents around four 

months operating costs and is an important buffer to support WSBRC as it seeks to identify new 

income following the reduction in core funding from Wiltshire Council and any potential changes 

in other funding streams which may occur. 
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WSBRC finances over the past ten years 

In comparison with previous years both income and accordingly associated expenditure have 

dropped somewhat and this reduction of income has required a consideration of both staffing 

and service provision to achieve at least a break even scenario.  

As can be seen below there was a considerable drop in funding from Statutory Agencies, namely 

the withdrawal from their MoA of Natural England, but fortunately this was offset by an 

increase in income from other sources. We 

Finances 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 

Expenditure £102,636 £124,953 £119,787 £102,531 

Income £125,189 £124,768 £118,701 £105,899 

Local Authority £37,075 £37,092 £37,092 £37,067 

Statutory Agency £16,000 £18,100 £14,955 £8,360 

Data searches £35,441 £43,072 £40,970 £41,883 

WWT £17,200 £17,550 £16,100 £2,100 

Other £19,474 £8,954 £9,584 £16,489 

 


